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The School of Physiotherapy is proud to announce that it has graduated its first cohort of Master of Physiotherapy (Graduate Entry) students.  
This program provides an alternative avenue for admission into Physiotherapy.  The eleven students graduating from the School have diverse 
backgrounds including Human Movement and Exercise Science, Anatomy and Human Biology, Life Sciences, Kinesiology, Health and 
Physical Education.  Two of our graduating students are from Canada, two from Victoria and the remaining are from Western Australia.

We all admire the tenacity and courage of these students who 
have paved the way for subsequent student groups.  It has 
been a learning experience not only for the students but also 
for the school and we are very pleased that the program has 
been so successful.

We are also proud to announce that Christopher Napier has 
been awarded two prizes for his achievements in the Master 
of Physiotherapy program.  They are: Lifecare Award for 
the most outstanding final year student and the National 
Physiotherapists in Leadership and Management (WA 
Chapter) of the Australian Physiotherapy Association Prize 
for the most outstanding student. At the end of each semester 

of the program the students, clinical tutors and facility supervisors and educators within the School of Physiotherapy were involved in pro-
viding feedback about the program and their teaching and learning experiences.  As a result of this feedback and discussions, a number of 
changes have been implemented particularly with respect to the introductory and clinical programs and the research stream. 

Clinicians, facilities and educators have commented that the main strengths of the Master of Physiotherapy students are their maturity, inter-
personal and communication skills, willingness to learn, motivation and enthusiasm.  A special feature of this first group of graduates is the 
supportive and collaborative dynamic that exists in the group.  The Students selected for this program are required to have demonstrated an 
above average academic performance in their undergraduate degree and have appropriate pre-requisites.  The characteristics of a successful 
student lie with them entering the program with a sound knowledge in human anatomy, human biology or physiology and psychology and in 
them having a great desire and commitment to learn and be a physiotherapist. 

Master of Physiotherapy (Graduate Entry) students Christopher Napier
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Testing in Progress. Geoff Straus, Paul Davy & Anne Crouch 
examine the data.

We have now established a major new motion analysis 
laboratory. The lab is located in a purpose built circular 
building and provides a world class facility for motion 
analysis research. A fifty-metre runway extends through 
the middle of the building when the double doors are 
opened allowing the opportunity to evaluate sprinting 
and related activities. We have been successful in acquir-
ing significant funding to allow us to purchase a new 6 
camera Peak motion analysis system and to upgrade our 
existing Peak system. The cameras and force platforms are 

now operational so the 
lab is open for business. 
Associate Professor Leon 
Straker will use the labora-
tory to conduct an NHMRC 
funded research study in 
coming months and it is 
envisaged that the facil-
ity will be used for a wide 
variety of research studies 
in the future.




